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Ltd. ThWhy we need GEE?The journal Green energy & environment (GEE) was
launched in April 2016 in Beijing. It aims to provide an
international, interdisciplinary, integrated and highly efficient
platform for the academic exchange of novel ideas and
research progresses in the field of green energy and environ-
ment. We sincerely hope that the growth of the journal GEE
would not only become a bridge for fostering liaison and
cooperation among all researchers in the area of energy and
environment, but also serve as a medium for cross-
communication between specialists and generalists (non-
specialists).
The journal GEE is inaugurated by Institute of Process
Engineering, Chinese Academy of Sciences (IPE, CAS), co-
founded by Science Press, and published quarterly by Elsev-
ier B.V. on behalf of KeAi. It is committed to publish per-
spectives, ground breakings, and novel results in research
fields related to green energy and environment, consisting of
biofuel and bioenergy, catalysis for sustainable processes,
clean processing and utilization of fossil resources, climate
change and pollution control, CO2 capture, storage and uti-
lization, energy storage and network, green solvents for energy
conversion, hydrogen energy and fuel cells, life cycle analysis,
materials for energy and environment, simulation in energy
and environment, solar energy and photovoltaics, and so on.
Nowadays it is widely recognized that energy and envi-
ronment are the essential factors for sustainable development
and poverty eradication. In 2011, the Secretary-General of
the United Nations proposed to pursue three major objectives
by 2030. The first is to ensure universal access to modern
energy services, the second is to double the global energy
efficiency, and the third is to double the share of renewable
energy and clean energy technologies (from https://
sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/energy). The complex
challenges of energy and sustainable development were
highlighted accordingly. Natural resource depletion and
adverse impacts of environmental degradation become thex.doi.org/10.1016/j.gee.2016.07.003
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Renewable energy, climate change, water resource and
human well-being are closely linked. In ancient China, the
ecological idea “human and nature are integrated” was
established based on the thought “Man follows the law from
Earth, Earth follows the law from Heaven, Heaven follows
the law from Tao. Tao is the rule of nature” of Lao-tzu (a
Chinese philosopher at 500 BC). This embodies the basic
connotation that mankind not only affects the nature, but is
also restricted by nature. That is to say, mankind is neither
slave nor master of nature, but a part of nature. Obviously,
to handle the relationship among human development,
energy utilization and environmental protection is an eternal
topic.
Under the trend of sustainable development and eco-
logical environment protection, research in the field of green
energy and environment has become more and more
important and has been attracted worldwide attention. Green
energy and environment are involved in many fields in
modern society including industry, health, food, agriculture,
geography and others. As a rough statistic by SCOPUS, more
than 130,000 papers were published in this area from 2005 to
2015, and the research enthusiasm is impressively rising.
Despite emerging in large numbers of discoveries in this
field, we are still facing many important and unsolved
problems, such as clean use of fossil fuels, the renewable
energy, energy conservation technologies and so on. Green
energy and environment have not yet played a main role in
the human life. It is necessary for promoting the energy
efficiency, diversifying the energy supplies, and expanding
the use of clean energy technologies. This is a major driver
for the launch of Green energy & environment (GEE). At the
same time, the birth of the journal GEE is also helpful to
promote the development of English journals of science and
technology in the developing countries.. Publishing services by Elsevier B.V. on behalf of KeAi Communications Co.,
ecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
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the journal GEE. We will keep at paying more attention to the
construction and operation of this journal, optimizing the
strategic layout of the journal, strengthening cooperation with
the scientific and technological specialists, and looking for the
direction in which the field is moving forward. The journal
GEE is coming timely, not only for a great task but also with a
long journey. We would like to call on the widest cooperation
and participation of all countries in an effective and appro-
priate international response to green energy and environment
by this platform.
In the first issue of this journal at hand, we would like to
express our thanks and gratitude to all our authors, referees,
and Editorial Board Members. It would not have been possible
to realize the effective role of the journal GEE without their
great support.Editor-in-Chief of Green Energy & Environment (GEE)
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